First United Methodist Church

Children’s Department

Volunteer Opportunities

The United Methodist Church has a long history of caring for and educating children.  

Seeds of faith are planted in children from their interactions with many Christian adult models. Volunteers willing to nurture and support children along their faith journey are essential.  Volunteers are the heart of our Church family and our programs.   First Church is blessed with dedicated volunteers and teachers who are willing to share their spiritual gifts with others. At First Church, there are as many opportunities to volunteer to serve in children’s ministries, as there are programs for children.  Think about what spiritual gifts you can share.  All volunteer service is designed to meet your schedule and your time availability.  There are many behind the scene possibilities for service too.  All are valuable and make the variety of children’s programs at First Church viable and exciting ministries.  Perhaps, you feel called to teach Sunday School, but if that is not where you feel called here are a few of the other areas of need.  All volunteers need to comply with volunteer staffing procedures. 

Worship Helper

Worship helpers care for children during Worship services.  This is an important service for parents with young children.  It enables parents to worship God and focus on the message with peace of mind knowing that their child’s need are being lovingly tended.   This is an important time for children too. For many children this is the first time that they have been apart from mom or dad.    It takes time for the younger children to adjust to being left and trust that Mommy and Daddy always come back. Through this process, children learn that they are part of a church family filled with many nurturing people of faith.  

Crib Room: Crib room volunteers nurture babies from birth to 12 months.  The crib room is open on Sunday mornings for 8:15AM, 9:15AM, & 10:30AM.

Toddler Room: Toddler room volunteers have fun playing with children from 12 months old to three years old.  The toddler room is open on Sunday mornings for 8:15AM, 9:15AM, & 10:30AM.  

Kids Worship & Wee Worship Hosts and Helpers: The Kids Worship and Wee Worship Hosts are responsible for leading a Bible based activity for children. The lesson is prepared for you.  Kids Worship and Wee Worship occur during the Sunday 10:30 AM Worship Service.  Children attend church with their parents and are dismissed to the worship programs following the children’s message.  This enables the children to have a fun Bible lesson during the longer part of the service during which children might become restless.








Special Services: Throughout the year there are opportunities to provide childcare.  These include Psalm 150 Sunday Evening Services, Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and other special services in which childcare is needed.

Sunday School Helper

Sunday School helpers play a vital role in the children’s department.  Sunday School teachers frequently need an extra pair of hands to assist during the Sunday School hour.  This makes it possible for the teacher to focus on the lesson they have prepared.  This provides them greater flexibility in their planning.  A teacher alone may not consider attempting a craft project with 20 children with limited time.  The presence of the Sunday School helper makes it possible.    

Summer Sunday School Teacher

During the summer months, full time Sunday School teachers get to take the summer off.  However, Sunday School is an ongoing program.  We ask that other adults from the congregation express their appreciation of Sunday School teachers’ dedication by volunteering to teach a class or two during the summer.  Sign up sheets are posted.  Volunteers can sign up for dates that fit into their summer schedule.  Often parents choose to sign up for their son or daughter’s class giving them an opportunity to get to know their child’s peers.  This is a fun experience.  The curriculum is provided in advance with many activity suggestions.

Vacation Bible School

A week long Vacation Bible School is offered for children age three through 8th grade the third or fourth week of June.  The date of Bible School varies according to the date of Mechanicsburg’s Jubilee Day.  Bible school is held from 9:00 AM until noon each weekday.  There are many varied ways to volunteer for Bible School.  Volunteers are needed to teach class, assist teachers, music leaders and helpers, recreation leaders and helpers, craft leaders and helpers, snack coordinator, snack helpers, childcare for babies and toddlers, puppet actors, and administrative assistance.  Vacation Bible School is a fun filled week.  If you like to hear a child sing and laugh this is an experience for you.  

Wonderful Wednesday

This after school Bible program requires family participation.  However, there are many ways for everyone to serve from teaching to food preparation.  All are welcome to help.

Additional Opportunities

The children’s department is a busy place throughout the year. Volunteers are essential for all the children’s ministries at First Church.  Always special events need volunteers to organize or participate in the fun.  For example: you like playing outdoor games with kids, then volunteer to organize and play a few games with the children at the church picnic.  Think about your interests and your time. There is a place for you to play an essential part in the lives of the children of First Church. 
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